GATEWAY   TO   GREATNESS
until persecution destroyed the large and flourishing church in
Japan founded by them they had six colleges and two seminaries
there. They also introduced the printing press into India and Japan,
and composed and issued grammars and dictionaries in the native
languages, which they had learnt.
" In Brazil they had nine colleges and one seminary and it is
generally agreed by modern Brazilian historians that the civilisation
of that vast country, as large as the United States, owes much to
them. Father Jose da Anchieta earned the title of the Apostle of
Brazil and his Tuppi grammar is the most important monument of
that language, though it was improved upon by the grammar of
Father Luis Figueira which went through seven editions, while
Antonio Vieira10, one of the most gifted preachers and zealous
missionaries of the seventeenth century, wrote a catechism in six
of the Indian tongues. In Brazil the Jesuits acted as the protectors
of the natives against the efforts of the colonists to enslave them
and had to suffer persecutions and exiles on this account. Owing
in part to this protection, the Brazilian Indians were more fortunate
than those of North America ; a large number of them survived
the invasion of the white man and by marriage or otherwise became
merged in the general population of the country.
" But not only did the Society spread the Gospel and instruction
in distant and savage countries, its members explored them and sent
to Europe the first notices of their geography and history, life and
customs. Antonio de Andrade penetrated into Thibet, while Bento
de Goes made an overland journey from India to China which lasted
five years ; Mathew Ricci was the pioneer of modern Chinese
studies and he was followed by Alvaro Semedo, author of the
Imperio da China, the fruit of twenty-two years' investigation on
the spot. Luis Froes wrote a history of Japan which has lately
been published in a German translation. The labours of Pedro
Paes and Jeronimo Lobo to find the sources of the Nile are famous
... it is easy to read of and admire the achievements of the Jesuits
in the calm of a library, but it is almost impossible to realise their
perils, pains and heroic endurance, ending by death in a distant
land, and often in solitary confinement or at the hands of an
executioner ..."
Hundreds of the missionaries who left Portugal in the sixteenth,
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries were captured, beaten,
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